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Cybersecurity Translation Cheat Sheet
	Technical Language
	Business Translation
	Business Impact

	"Critical vulnerability with CVSS score of 9.8"
	"High-priority security weakness that requires immediate attention"
	Potential for unauthorized access to financial systems with $X exposure

	"DDoS mitigation capabilities"
	"Protection against website/service disruption attacks"
	Each hour of downtime costs $XX,XXX in lost revenue and customer trust

	"Zero-day exploit"
	"Previously unknown security flaw actively being used by attackers"
	Immediate risk to business operations requiring rapid response

	"Endpoint detection and response"
	"Technology that identifies and contains security incidents on employee devices"
	Reduces breach containment time from days to hours, limiting average incident cost by XX%

	"Identity and access management weakness"
	"Issues with who can access what information and systems"
	Risk of unauthorized access to sensitive data with regulatory penalties of $X per record

	"Insufficient encryption practices"
	"Customer/financial data not properly protected"
	Potential regulatory fines of up to X% of annual revenue and litigation costs averaging $X million

	"Security awareness training gaps"
	"Employees not adequately prepared to recognize threats"
	60% of breaches involve human error, averaging $X.X million in costs per incident

	"Lack of network segmentation"
	"Systems not properly separated to prevent spread of attacks"
	Increases breach costs by XX% due to broader organizational impact


Table 1: Cybersecurity Translation Cheat Sheet
Use this translation guide when communicating security risks to business stakeholders. The goal isn't to simplify the technical reality but to connect it directly to business outcomes that drive decision-making.
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Technical Language  Business Translation  Business Impact  

"Critical vulnerability  with CVSS score of  9.8"  "High - priority security weakness  that requires immediate attention"  Potential for  unauthorized access to  financial systems with $X exposure  

"DDoS mitigation  capabilities"  "Protection against website/service  disruption attacks"  Each hour of downtime costs  $XX,XXX in lost revenue and  customer trust  

"Zero - day exploit"  "Previously unknown security flaw  actively being used by attackers"  Immediate risk to business  operations requiring rapid response  

"Endpoint detection  and response"  "Technology that identifies and  contains security incidents on  employee devices"  Reduces breach containment time  from days to hours, limiting average  incident cost by XX%  

"Identity and access  management  weakness"  "Issues with who can access what  information and systems"  Risk of unauthorized access to  sensitive data with regulatory  penalties of $X per record  

"Insufficient  encryption practices"  "Customer/financial data not  properly protected"  Potential regulatory fines of up to  X% of annual revenue and litigation  costs averaging $X million  

"Security awareness  training gaps"  "Employees not adequately  prepared to recognize threats"  60% of breaches involve human  error, averaging $X.X million in costs  per incident  

"Lack of network  segmentation"  "Systems not properly separated to  prevent spread of attacks"  Increases breach costs by XX% due  to broader organizational impact  

Table  1 : Cybersecurity Translation Cheat Sheet   Use this translation guide when communicating security risks to business stakeholders.  The goal isn't to simplify the technical reality but to connect it directly to business  outcomes that drive decision - making.                              

